Sustainable comprehensive developmentmodel needed, say experts

Bhubaneswar. 6 November

Corporate houses are spend-
ing over Rs 20,000 crore
towards corporate social
responsibility activity in
the country but what is
required now is a sustain-
able long termcomprehen-
sive development model
rather than scattered activ-
ities in some pockets, said
experts at a workshop on
‘Sustainable CSR Practices-
Shared Ideas’.

The workshop was organ-
ised by Centre for environ-
mentand education( CEE),
Adani Foundation and
Dhamra Port Company
jointly tobring about ideas
from various stakeholders
and sustainible pragtices.

Inaugurating the work
shaop Director General and
CEO of Indian Institute for
Corporate Affairs (LICA),
Dr Bhaskar Chatterjee said

hisorganisation has worked
outa single platform where
the NGOs, Corporatelndia
and other stakeholders can
benefit right from training
to projects.

In the firstyear of the CSR
Act, 44 per centof Corporate
India compiled to the two per
centof profitfor CSR norm,
he said.

"Very often Corporate is
at a loss to find a credible
NGO, weatlICA providea
list of such NGO’s who in
turn put up their projects on
the website," hesaid. Online
course for people to be CSR
professionals are also béing
provided by IICA, he
informed

CSR does not mean one
off events like a health
cainp,* "spadsoring- ‘a
matathon etc he remarked
while underlining the need
for.a comprehensive devel
opment model with survey,
evaluation, monitoringand

sustainability,

1t should be outeome
based workingfrom the ben
eficiary backwards to the top,
he notoed

There was a consensus
amongst the speakers from

the government, corporate
‘houseg”and seputed civil
society activists for a prop
er coordination between

the three sectors for sus
tainability in CSR.
While various corporate

houses and industries are
spending sizeable amouit on
(SR, THere is a’ gap “with
regard to sustainability of
the programs initiated under
corporate soclal responsi
bility:

Advisor of Adani Ports
and SEZ Ltd Mr P N Roy
Chaowdhury' dnd Regional
Directorof CEE, East, New
Delhi Mr Prabhofit Sodhi
talked about the purpose of
the workshop and invited

speakers from all sectors to
give their view points for the
coordinated effort for sus-
tainable CSR.

CEO of Centrefor Youth
and Social Development
(CYSD) Mr Jagadananda
informed that the process
has already started for the
formation of a Compre-
hensive Odisha Develop-
ment Forum (CODF) which
will work for formation of
guidelines for corporate
houses for designing their
CSR Programs.

Besides, the effort should
be made through this forum
toensure proper utilisation
of the CSR funds and gov-
ernment funds for sustain-
abledevelopment, hesaid.
Mr Jagadananda felt that
the excellent work done in
the some of fhe tribal ardas
oramongst fishermen in the
state by NGO's is too micro-
scople. "We need to scale up
activity, CSR should aim at

empowerment and enter-
prise promotion amongst
the masses," he said.

Mr Niranjan Sahoo of
Odisha State Pollution Con-
trol Board viewed that the
gaps existing in policy for-
mation and actual imple-
mentation in the field level.
NGO and Civil Society
should play a major role in
influencing the policy on var-
iousdevelopmentaland wel-
fare measures.

PCCF and Chief Execu-
tive of Chilika Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) .Dr
Ajit Pattnaik chaired the
paneldiscussions in which
various representatives from
the government, NGOs and
Corporate houses includ-
ing Director of Strategy
and Sustainability CSR of
Adani Group Ms Sushma
Oza and CEQof DPCL My
Subrat Tripathy spokeon
different aspects of sus
tainability in CSR.



